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in 1336 to a man of Brabant, and in 1337 a statute was enacted
making the most liberal promises to any foreign cloth-workers
who would settle in England. Many came and settled in London,
York, Winchester, Norwich, Bristol, and other places.

(b)  PROHIBITION OF THE EXPORT OF WOOL.   But Edward III
was not content with improving the English manufacture;  in
1332 he started measures to protect the home industry, by
forbidding for two years the wearing of imported cloth by all
but the wealthy.   In 1337 he foibade importation of foreign
cloth and the exportation of wool.   This protective policy was
not consistently maintained, for foreign policy interfered with
purely economic measures and the need to cajole or coerce the
Flemings during the fluctuations of the French war rendered
his measures inconsistent.   Thus in 1347 the export of wool
was allowed, but the Good Parliament in 1376 reversed this
policy and raised the cry of English wool for English craftsmen.
Richard II and the Lancastrians allowed the export of wool, but
Edward IV, since the Yorkist cause rested largely on the support
of the towns, reverted to protection of the English industry.

This policy of State protection was merely a gradual extension
of that of the municipalities. They had each severally taken
steps to protect themselves from outside competition, and after
some hesitation and vacillations the authorities gradually
adopted for the nation the same principles. There was at this
time probably no general conception of such a theory as later
became formulated as the ' mercantile system ', but the tentative
measures undoubtedly laid the foundation for such a system,
One of these measures was the removal in 1353 of the staple
from Bruges to England. English merchants in Bruges suffered
from many restrictions, and it was thought that in England
they would be free and that the competition of the men of many
nations would raise prices for the benefit of the English grower
of wool. The plan was resorted to on several occasions, but
eventually the staple was fixed at Calais.

(c)  DUTY ON CLOTH AND WOOL.   Edward's third measure
was to arrange the export duties so that it should pay better